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And Getting Those Of
The Enemy a Big Job

{

"The President turned to two vexing but vital
problems last week: the competence of our spy !
system and the responsibility of our press.

Of the press;, he asked self-réstraint. Of the
intelligence scryice, he agked a thogough review.

| Tlfgrecutine questions.abouk the supissecret
Wal 142;241»# % i [ "' .*‘ " & “1‘!4
1, e reports persist, lhe “missed 1ts calcu a-

- tions of the Cuban sduatmn “{he pulﬁl needs to
" know why. yEuR 8 k,.

' Dr. James R. Killiap, whd was u;ouble Qh(mtel
for Bresident Fisenhower, is % Caga‘ble man for the
| joh of looking inte: the agenqu dlg 1s not running

i for office and, almost automs ly, can he trusted

!'to do the kind of that is reqmred

g “A§ for the 5%1 ted dif-ceflsorship by the

lples, we assume the Presidd®¥ was trying to be

helpful 1t seemsr,.hgyever,sg\};\gt in a cold war—
1ar°'ely a battle of ideas and salesmanship—it is;

" essential that the thc be adeguately and compe-

tently informed. ¢ 'hgll’r ident referred Spec1f1c-

ally to “covert pxep@xramons to counter the enemy’s
covert operations.” We assume he mecant the Cuban

“matter. This gets-into a matter of poﬁgy and the

public is entitled to know what public p@hcy is.

It is the ad}mtted responsibility of the press to
honor the needed@ecrecy of military techniques and
the like. Thewpress-is aware that sccrets can be
kept if those cl}}uged with keeping them will do it.

1t is also ‘afvare of a public responsibility to
_probe and keep probing, disclose and keep disclos-
vmg, knowing by its-long history that competent, ;
_thorough and aggressive news reporting is the un-
. compromising sérvant of the nation’s interest.
‘1 Mr. Kennedy has properly taken the initiative
"o remind editors, of their responsible positions and
| his own responsibility to deal with candor on public
!mattere Tn that situation, he can get cooperation
.on matters of national security. But he cannot
geL——-a,nd he did not ask, to his credit---a security s
lack-out t0 cover monetary embatrrassments to}

il n mavrAnTmmaant -
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